[CONFIDENTIAL.| [No. 15 of 1875.} 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR 


The Week ending the 10th April 1875. 


1. Wes take the following from the opening editorial in the Bhdrat 
Sangskarak of the 26th March, headed the “ Zemindar and the Tenant.” 
The late Pubna riots afforded but one glaring instance of the fearful 
consequences that may ensue from a want of good-will between the zemindars 
and their tenantry. But though the flame of this rebellion has been, to all 
outward appearances, put out, yet the fire is not completely extinguished, but 
continues to consume both the conflicting parties. Information from a trust- 
worthy source enables us to say, that though, in portions of the Pubna 
district, the zemindars have succeeded in re-asserting their authority over the 
tenantry, and they in their turn in regaining the good-will of their land- 
lords, yet in a large number of places each party still eagerly seeks opportu- 
nities to harass the other. The zemindars are constantly resorting to the policy 
of enhancing the rent, the most effective weapon they have in their posses- 
sion for this purpose ; the tenantry, in not a‘few places, altogether refuse to pay 
the rent due; while in some cases, again, instead of paying it direct to the 
zemindar, they deposit the amount in the Collector’s court. There has been 
indeed a diminution of work in the Criminal Courts; but the Civil Courts, on 
the other hand, are now filled with documents, and have become the constant 
refuge of litigants. ‘The courts are not able, from the complex nature of the 
suits instituted, always to arrive at right judgments, and award decrees in 
favour of the one or the other party. Neither the zemindars, who cannot 
always realize what 1s due to them from their tenantry or enhance the rent- 
rate, nor the tenantry who are losing in litigation the money they justly owe, 
but persistenly refuse to pay, to their landlords, seem to be happy with the 
present state of affairs. Taken individually, the ryots may seem weak in 
comparison with their landlords, but they have begun to form combinations 
and raise subscriptions, for the purpose of helping their ringleaders and 
defraying the expenses of litigation. Both parties are thus being gradually 
impoverished, while the only gainers from this sad state of things are aset of 
designing men—pleaders and court omlahs. 


We do not credit those, with the possession of much reflective power, that 
look upon the Pubna riots as a fortuitous occurrence. Properly considered, it 
will appear, that that conflict has reference to the respective rights of the 
landlord and the tenant. The landowning classes have been the aggressors ; 
while the latter, owing to their weakness, submitted for a long time to their 
oppressions, and were compelled to offer resistance only when these had 
reached a point beyond endurance. Courtesy, fear, and loyalty then gave 
place to an opposite course of conduct. Not only in Pubna, this scene is 
being enacted almost everywhere in Bengal. But neither the parties 
directly concerned, nor the whole country can be at rest, till the disputes 
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between the zemindars and the ryotry are properly settled by Government. 
It is, however, to be regretted that Government has not yet succeeded in 
arriving at a sound conclusion on the subject. It has sometimes sought to 
betray a partiality towards the ryots; but beyond fomenting an ill-feeling 
towards the landlords, they have not been backed to the end. 

It is never politic to promote the insubordination of the tenantry to 
their landlords. The relation between the parties is one of permanent 
standing ; and it does not at all behove Government to unduly favour one party 
at the expense of the other. The policy pursued by the rulers during 
the famine, with a view to arouse the zemindars to a sense of their duties to 
their tenantry, has been very successful, and needs but be persevered in to 
make them popular with their ryots. But the best way of teaching ryots the 
duties they owe to their landlords remains yet to be found out by Govern- 
ment. It seems desirable that Government, while keeping a sharp eye on the 
doings of both landlords and tenants, should bring both parties to a sense 
of their respective duties without any needless interference. 


2. The Bardhanagar Samachar of the 29th March, in an editorial of 
considerable length, on the administration of justice, accounts for the extreme 
unwillingness betrayed by natives of respectable position to appear as witnesses 
in a court, from the fact that they are subjected to great indignities and annoy- 
ance by the judicial officers, omlahs, and even the peons, whenever they are 
called on to give evidence in any case. An invidious distinction is also made 
between Native and European witnesses, in the manner of their treatment by 
the Magistrates. The consequence of all this is, that, for want of truthful 
and honorable witnesses, cases are decided on the doubtful evidence of 
perjurers. The attention of Government is directed to the subject. } 


3. The Samaj Darpan of the 1st April has an article entitled, ‘‘ The 
Guicowar ought to be punished.” The KEditor remarks—Whatever others 
may say,in our opinion the Guicowar deserves to be punished; as other- 
wise the fixed policy of Government is in danger of being violated. The 
punishment may seem unreasonable in other people’s eyes, but it is not so 
with reference to good policy, for the latter is quite another sort of thing. 
According to it, and in order to preserve the dignity of Government, the guilty 
may be regarded as innocent, and vice versed. Qur readers can well imagine 
that when the acquittal of Mulharrao is so likely to bring censure and discredit 
on the Indian Government, more evil than good will accrue from a favour- 
able sentence on the accused. Such is the fixed policy of the British adminis- 
tration, and practical manifestations of it are also not a few in number. 
We would therefore, speaking from a political point of view, advise Govern- 
ment to inflict some sort of punishment on the Guicowar ; thus leaving the 
people without any grounds for censuring the unwise proceedings of Govern- 
ment in connection with the deposition of that Chief previous to his trial. 


4. In a lengthy editorial headed ‘“ Politics and the Mahomedans,” 
the Amrita Bazar Patrikd of the 1st April observes, in reference to the Maho- 
medan Marriage Registration Bill, that it is highly gratifying to note the 
intense agitation caused in the Mahomedan community by the introduction of 
this Bill. The Mahomedans have been hitherto most indifferent on 


all such matters; but now they seem to show signs of life and activity. It 


would be well if they could, by their sturdy opposition, persuade Government to 
throw out this Bill; and thus succeed in preventing the State from interfering 
in purely social matters. But in that case, the duty of removing the great 
social evil, which the Bill seeks to arrest, will justly fall on themselves; and 
they must make the most of what life is still left in their society to accomplish 


—_~ 


[7s 


this purpose. The Mahomedans will now, moreover, be able to realize 
the necessity of union, and above all with their Hindu fellow-subjects, on 
political, if not on social and religious grounds. Progress to them both is 


in a manner impossible until their differences are at an end and union for 
political purposes accomplished. 


5/ In another article entitled “ Lord Northbrook and the Durbar at 
Delhi,” the same paper has the following:—Lord Northbrook is truly a 
lucky personage. In whatever he engages, he meets with success. Who- 
ever comes in contact with him is charmed with his manners. Though 
Lord Northbrook has not saved us from the rigors of the new Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code, though the income tax has given place to a most oppressive 
road cess, though he has not removed the obstacles placed in the way of 
the high English education of natives by Sir George Campbell, though the 
oppressions of the police, the despotism of the Magistrates, and the ravages of 
the epidemic fever still continue in the mofussil, and though the country 
is being, as before, gradually impoverished and weakened, still in spite of these 
facts Lord Northbrook has become, as it were, an idol of the people. If 
Surendra Nath had been dismissed from the Government service during 
Lord Mayo’s administration, the natives would have been in all likelihood 
extremely displeased with the English Government ; but such is their firm 
loyalty to Lord Northbrook, that they sincerely believe that he has not acted 
unjustly therein. Ifthe Rajah of Baroda had been deposed by Lord Mayo, 
a profound agitation would have been created in this country ; but the public 
firmly believe that it is almost impossible for an upright statesman like Lord 
Northbrook to do anything unjust. It is a settled conviction in their minds 
that should the Guicowar be acquitted, he will be restored to his throne. 
The great secret, of Lord Northbrook’s popularity with natives, is, that he has 
always sought to form their acquaintance since his arrival in this country. 
He does not look down upon them as a weak and subject people. In all 
his public speeches he has clearly expressed his friendship for us. He has 
a keen insight into human nature, which was best seen in the recent Durbar 
held at Delhi. There he treated the assembled Chiefs as his equals and 
with the utmost courtesy. We beseech him to continue to pursue this mild 


and conciliatory policy ; and thus obtain fresh and constant proofs of the 
unflinching loyalty of natives. 


6. The Bichdrak of the 2nd April, referring to the gradually increas- | Bresanax,_ 
ing number of crimes in Bengal, and the dissatisfaction of the people with “"~" ” 
the inefficiency of the present police, remarks, that one cause of this increase 
of crime is, that, by appointing the Hindustanis of the North-Western 
Provinces as police constables, Government has deprived a large number of 
the lower orders of Bengalis, who would have been, under the old arrangement, 
employed as chowkeedars, from all means of gaining an honest livelihood ; and 
are therefore in a manner compelled to resort to dishonest means for their 
living. The Hindustani constables, again, are notorious for their stupidity and 
rudeness of manner. They do not even know the language of the country. 


7. The Bhdrat Sangskdrdk of the 2nd April questions the propriety of —s,xosnanar, 
the annual trip to Simla and other hill residences made by the Government April ana, 1876. 
of India and the several local Governments. This annual trip costs a great 
deal to the State, and seriously interferes with the proper management of 
business. The public might not perhaps grudge the temporary residence of 
the Governor-General alone in Simla; but when almost all the departments 


of the several administrations follow his example, the people are justified in 
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disapproving of such a measure. That residence in Calcutta, during the hot . 
season, is not altogether injurious to the health of the rulers, was best shown 
by the occurrences sof the last year, when compelled by the exigencies of the 
famine, Lord Northbrook gave up his intention of making this trip. 
The Bditor directs the attention of the people to the necessity of expressing 
their sense of disapprobation of this annual trip, before it is nae a per- 
manent and fixed proceeding. 


8. The Hindu Hitorshins of the 3rd April regrets to note that an un- 
favorable impression generally exists in regard to “the zemindars in their 
dealings with the tenantry. They are regarded as an oppressive and extor- 
tionate class, who seek by every means in their power to enhance their 
rents; and that it is only in consequence of their high-handed dealings 
that the ryots are compelled to offer resistance. But those that speak in 
this way do not seem to take any notice of the fact, that the landowning 
classes are entitled to enhance the rent-rate owing to the high prices that 
rule at present, and the increased profits of the tenantry. It appears, more- 
over, to be the desire of these men to see the introduction of a permanent 
settlement between the zemindars and their ryots, in order to give the latter 
a fixed interest in the land they cultivate. But it is a matter of regret that 
no heed is paid to the difficulties of the landowning classes, and the arro- 
gance and the wickedness of the ryots, who altogether refuse to recognize 
their rights and to pay what is due to them. ‘They have now in many 
places formed combinations against their landlords, and entered into volun- 
tary contracts among themselves not to make any amicable settlement with 
the zemindars without the consent of all the members of the league. 


9. The Dacca Prakash of the 4th April, adverting to the approaching 
visit of the Prince of Wales to India, urges upon the attention of the people 
the importance, instead of making a false display of the wealth of the country, 
of setting before His Royal Highness the true state of the people, their 
wants and orievances ; otherwise, like the visit of the Duke of Edinburgh 
to India, and that of Lord Northbook to Dacca, the expected advent of the 


Prince will end in nothing but exaggerated accounts of India’s wealth and 
the prosperity of the people. 


10. The Som Prakash of the 5th April makes the following remarks in 
reference to the recent Durbar at Delhi:—Who should pay the expenses of 
these DurbarsP As the public do not derive any benefit therefrom, it 1s 
undesirable that the expenses should be met from the public funds. The 
Governors-General should themselves pay the expenses of their annual trips 
to Simla and the increased salaries that have to be paid to the officials; for 
the public are not in the least benefited thereby. 


11. The same paper advises Sir Richard Temple to extend his invita- 
tions to Belvidere even to those that do not know English. He should form 
their acquaintance, and learn their views and sentiments in regard to the British 
administration. This is suggested for His Honor’s consideration; as other- 
wise the object of his repeated favours to the English-knowing natives might 


be misconstrued into a desire to gain popularity by their eulogistic writings 
in the newspapers. 


12. ‘The Sahachar of the 5th April has a highly eulogistic article on 
Sir Richard Temple, in. which all the beneficent measures of his adminis- 
tration are dwelt on with gratitude. His favorable attitude towards the 
cause of high education deserves all praise. But one thing, for which the 
people will be eternally grateful to him, is his determination, as we are 
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informed, to establish a normal school for the practical education of natives 
in the mechanical arts. This resolution, if carried out, will confer a lasting 
boon on the subjects. 


13. The Chushmeh-i-tlm draws attention to the publication, contrasy to C=vsmuaz-r-ux, 
the provisions of Sections 3 and 12 of Act XXV of 1867, and Section 109 of “4° 118% 
Act XLV of 1860, as also to Section 499 of the Indian Penal Code, of a book 
entitled “‘ Hadi-i-sunnat-rad-i-tahfé-mohabbat,” which has been printed by 
stealth in some press at Phoolbaria, without the name of the author or of the 
press, as required by law. 


14. An anonymous correspondent writes to the Urdu Guide, complain- xv1a Gasarrs, 
ing at great length of the very unjust and improper disposal of the funds of  4?t! 5. 1876. 
Haji Muhammed Mohsin, who was a Shiah of Iran, and who left a large 
endowment for the Hooghly Imambarah. The Government has been recently 
appropriating these funds for the support of Madrasas in Chittagong, Dacca, 
and Rampore, &c., and in former years they were occasionally used for the 
benefit of other classes than Muhammadans. The correspondent urges strongly 
upon the attention of Government the prior claims of the Shiah community, 
who have no proper_burying place, musjid, or serai for their use in this city ; 
the rich among the Shiahs are able to bury their dead in Hooghly at some 
expense, but the poor are left without any resource ; in such cases they have to 
use stealth in disposing of their dead in other burial places; and, when 
discovered praying in the mosque of the Sunnis, are turned out. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, JOHN ROBINSON, 
The 10th Aprit 187d. Government Bengali Translator. 


List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
10¢h April 1875. 


. oe Monthly, weekly, 
No. Name. Place of publication. a: aimee Date. 
a 1 | “ Bar&hanagar Samachér” ... | Baraéhanagar ... ... | Biemonthly —... | 29th March. 
4 2 | “Bharat Sangskérak” ... | Harinavi, 24-Pergunnahs | Weekly ... | 26th March and 2nd April. 
. 3 | “ Hindu Runjika” ...| Bauleah, Rajshahye _... |_ Ditto ... | lst March 
, 4 | “Grambartaé Prakashika” ... | Comercolly __... .. | Ditto | Slst ditto. 
q 5 | “ Burrisél Bartébaha” __... | Burrisal ‘ne | Ditto ... | dlst ditto. 
4 6 | “Samaj Darpan’”’ ... | Calcutta en ». | Ditto ..» | Ist April. 
q 7 |“ Rungpore Dik Prakaésh”... | Kakinia, Rungpore «. | Ditto we | st ditto. 
4 8 | * Amrita Bazar Patrika” ... | Calcutta “a | Ditto we | st ditto. 
3 9 | * Bicharak’”? vost eee as .. | Ditto ... | 2nd ditto. 
a 10 | ** Prachaériké”_... ... | Burdwan ae 6 | Ditto ...{ 2nd ditto. 
3 11 | “ Moorshedabad Patrika” ...| Berhampore _... we | Ditto | 2nd ditto. 
4 12 | “ Education Gazette’’ ... | Hooghly ve «+ | Ditto .. | 2nd ditto. 
€ 13 | “ Saéptahik Samachar” .«- | Calcutta na we | Ditto .. | 3rd ditto. 
a 14 | “* Hindu Hitoishini” ... | Dacca ane | Ditto | 3rd ditto. 
4 15 | “ Dacca Prakash” ... | Ditto us ... | Ditto ... | 4th ditto. 
e 16 | “‘Sadharani’’ __... ... | Chinsurah ss ... | Ditto .. | 4th ditto. 
; 17 | “Som Prakash” ... ... | Changripottah, 24-Pergun-} Ditto .. | Oth ditto. 
~ nahs. 
; 18 | “ Sahachar’”’ ... | Calcutta ia vee | ~Ditto ... | 5th ditto. 
: 19 | “Sulabha Samachar” so 1 Ditto i ». | Ditto ... | 6th ditto. 
20 | “ Saptahik Sambad” ... | Bhowanipore, Calcutta ... | Ditto ... | 9th ditto. 
21 | “ Samachar Chandriké” ... | Calcutta me ... | Bisweekly .... | 2nd, 5th and 8th April, 
22 | “ Prabhat Samir’’ «| Ditto “ | Daily .» | 38rd to 9th April. 
23 | “ Bangavidyd Prakashika”...} Ditto oes | Ditto ... | 1st to 3rd and 5th and 8th April. 
24 | Sambad Prabhakar” ...1 Ditto Re + | Ditto ... | 24th March to 6th April. 
25 |**Sambad $Pfirnachandro-| Ditto a ..» | Ditto ... | 2nd to 8th April. 
daya.”’ 
26 | “ Chushmeh-i-ilm” (tn Urdu) | Patna ves ...| Biemonthly ... | Ist April. 
27 | “ Jam-Jehan-numé” (in | Calcutta ia we | Weekly ... | 20d and 9th April. 
Persian.) 
28 | “Urdu Guide” (in Urdu)...| Ditto ie ae Ditto ... | 38rd April. 


Bengal Secretariat Press. 
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